University of South Carolina

Scholar Commons
November

2015

Fall 11-11-2015

The Daily Gamecock, Wednesday, November 11, 2015
The University of South Carolina, Office of Student Media

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarcommons.sc.edu/gamecock_2015_nov

Recommended Citation
The University of South Carolina, Office of Student Media, "The Daily Gamecock, Wednesday, November
11, 2015" (2015). November. 5.
https://scholarcommons.sc.edu/gamecock_2015_nov/5

This Newspaper is brought to you by the 2015 at Scholar Commons. It has been accepted for inclusion in
November by an authorized administrator of Scholar Commons. For more information, please contact
digres@mailbox.sc.edu.

NEWS 1

Students
salute veterans

Courtesy of MCT campus

Soldiers bow their heads during the invocation of Fort Jackson’s annual Veterans Day wreath-laying ceremony.

Hannah Treece
@H_TREECE

Veterans Day, a national holiday
marking the end of World War I,
honors all past and present United

States military annually on Nov.
11.
Several events will be held by
bot h t he Un iversit y of Sout h
Ca rol i n a a nd by t he C it y of

Columbia to commemorate this
day.
The 37th annual Veterans Day
parade will be held in downtown
SEEVETERANSPAGE3
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‘Blithe Spirit’:
A haunting
comedy

Kelsey Clayton / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Palmetto Animal Assisted Life Services (PAALS) brings service dogs to visit students on campus weekly.

Service dogs bring smiles
Courtesy of Keith McGraw

“Blithe Spirit” will be playing at Drayton Hall from
Nov. 13 to 21. Student tickets are $12.

Parks Beson
@SBHOTTUB

When classifying a play centered on ghosts
and haunt ing ex-wives, comedy as a genre
doesn’t usually come to mind. Drayton Hall’s
production of “Blithe Spirit” will transform your
preconceived notions of ghosts and comedic
entertainment.
Director of “Blithe Spirit” Stan Brown has
directed productions for two years now. He has
worked with students since he began teaching in
SEEBLITHESPIRITPAGE4

Emily Mewborne
@EMI_LOO

Dog lovers from all over campus met near Davis
Field on Tuesday to pet a service puppy from Palmetto
Animal Assisted Life Services (PAALS), the service
dog training organization. The organization is located
in Columbia and has been training service dogs for
nine years.
At PAALS, service dogs are trained specifically
for many different owners, according to animal care
coordinator Mary Clair.
“They (service dogs) are trained to help veterans
with PTSD, children with autism and individuals with
mobility problems, such as people who are in a wheel
chair or amputees,” Clair said.
These dogs are trained to do various tasks, such
as turning lights on and off, opening doors, picking

up dropped items and signaling for help to assist
individuals in wheelchairs.
In owners with PTSD, the dogs are able to sense
when their owners are feeling overwhelmed. When
this happens, the canines are trained to pinpoint
pressure points, placing their body weight on those
points to relieve the owner’s stress. The labradors there
were happy to be petted and loved on by students, but
according to their training, they are expected to keep
focus on the person holding their leash at all times.
This training takes diligence, time and many outings
in public — much like the one displayed at Davis Field.
“We come here once a month,” Clair said, “but they
go out to train at least twice a week.”
The trainers, or animal care coordinators, often
bring the dogs out to public places such as Davis Field
SEEDOGSPAGE3

Caroliniana Library
celebrates 175 years
Emily Barber
@EMILYRISA

It’s no secret that the University of South
Carolina is steeped in history. Students can
barely walk across campus without encountering
a building that has a story.
A pr i me e x a mple of t h i s i s t he S out h
Caroliniana Library, which, at 175 years old, is
the oldest freestanding academic library in the
country.
Tuesday even ing, t he librar y hosted a n
event with a twofold purpose: To celebrate the
175th anniversary and to publicize the plans
for long-needed renovations to the building.
Renovations will predominantly focus on a fire
suppression system, improved storage areas and
a visitor-friendly foyer and collection display.
In 1840, Robert Mills, the architect behind

t he Wa sh i ng ton Monu ment , c reated t he
preliminary design of the building and assisted
in modifications that made it fit the university’s
budget. It served as the university’s only library
for 100 years until USC President J. R ion
McK issick had it converted into a place to
collect documents about the history, culture
and literature of South Carolina.
Dean of Libraries Tom McNally made a few
remarks to the small crowd of USC alumni
and benefactors who attended the event. He
jokingly explained the bare walls and empty
shelves, which are usually fi lled with historic
collections. The building has very little in the
way of a fi re detection or prevention system,
which will be rectified in the renovations.

Sara Yang / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

The Caroliniana Library is located on the Horseshoe.
SEELIBRARYPAGE3
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House of Delegates votes to
disband itself
In a 10-0-1 vote, the House of Delegates decided Tuesday to introduce legislation that would
strike itself from the Student Government codes permanently. A little-known part of the Student
Government codes that was re-introduced in 2013, the House functions, in theory, as a forum
for student group leaders to discuss general policy decisions and introduce legislation. In reality,
however, the House fell far short of its duties when it was active. It met sporadically since it was
recreated two years ago. According to Student Body President Jonathan Kaufman, “Its primary
function was to create stress for student government leaders and a time-wasting meeting for those
involved.” In its place, Kaufman intends to hold regular meetings of a President’s Leadership
Council — an informal collection of some of USC’s student group leaders to discuss issues on
campus. In order to finalize the House’s decision to disband, the student Senate must first vote on
the bill. Benjamin Crawford, the Editor-in-Chief of the Daily Gamecock, qualified as a delegate and was
present at the meeting. He voted to abstain.
—Written by Benjamin Crawford, Editor-in-Chief

Bill passes in Senate to bar transfer of
Guantanamo detainees
According to the New York Times and The State, the U.S. Senate gave the fi nal legislative
approval to a $607 billion defense policy bill Tuesday after a 91-to-3 vote. The bill bans detainees
from Guantanamo Bay detention camp from being transferred to the United States. The policy
measure would make President Obama’s promise of closing the detention center more difficult, as
now prisoners and detainees cannot be moved to the United States for prosecution or continued
detainment in a U.S. prison. Obama vetoed last month’s version of the bill over a spending feud
with Republicans.
—Compiled by Patrick Ingraham, News Editor

Missouri School of Journalism
commends photojournalist in viral video

South Carolina. The Board of Student Publications and Communications
is the publisher of The Daily Gamecock. The Department of Student Media
is the newspaper’s parent organization. The Daily Gamecock is supported in
part by student activity fees. One free copy per reader. Additional copies may
be purchased for $1 each from the Department of Student Media.
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On Tuesday, the dean of the University of Missouri School of Journalism released a statement
commending the way fourth-year photojournalism student Tim Tai acted while covering a protest
on the campus Monday. After President Tim Wolfe and Chancellor R. Bowen Loftin resigned due
to protests concerning their leadership and handling of racially charged situations on campus, Tai
went to cover the protest on Carnahan Quad as a freelancer for ESPN. In a video that went viral on
Monday, students and faculty of Missouri, including teaching staff from the school of journalism,
were seen attempting to deny Tai access to the protesters — even pushing him as a group, linked in
a giant circle, walking forward to keep him away. In the statement, Missouri School of Journalism
Dean David Kurpius said, “The news media have First Amendment rights to cover public events.
Tai handled himself professionally and with poise.” The statement also said Assistant Professor
Melissa Click, seen confronting and threatening a video-journalist during the protest, is having her
courtesy appointment with the School of Journalism reviewed by faculty members.
—Compiled by Patrick Ingraham, News Editor

CORRECTIONS
If you find an error in today’s edition of The Daily Gamecock, let us know about it. Email
editor@dailygamecock.com and we will print the correction in our next issue.
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VETERANSPAGE1
Columbia start ing at
11 a.m. on Wednesday.
It w i l l b eg i n at t he
intersection of Sumter
a n d L au r e l s t r e e t s ,
end i ng at Pend leton
Street near the
Statehouse, according
to the City of Columbia
website.
“The annual
Veterans Day Parade
i s held t o s how ou r
veterans how much we
appreciate their service
and dedication to this
country,” Shireese Bell,
public information and
commu nit y relat ions
specialist for the City
of Columbia, said in an

LIBRARYPAGE1

Kelsey Clayton / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Service dogs assist those with mental health
problems, like PTSD.
DOGSPAGE1
to teach the dogs how to handle social interaction.
“We go all over the place,” Clair said. “We go to
pet stores, grocery stores, hardware stores, the state
fair, parks. We try to expose them to as much as we
can before we place them so we know how they’re
going to react in every situation.”
Although the dogs at Davis Field were not
newborn puppies, the training dogs at PAALS do
start their training early.
“We get them usually around eight weeks at the
latest. Some of them are born with us, and we work
with them until they’re 3 years old,” Clair said when
asked about the age of the puppies.
Many st udent s and passersby stopped in
excitement when they saw the training dogs. For
many, seeing the dogs brought back memories of
their own pets back home.
“I grew up with dogs my entire life. I had a
shepherd, and now I have a shih tzu poodle. I love
dogs in general so I came here,” Kevin Harper,
fi rst-year cardiovascular technology student, said
about the petting session.
For others, playing with the pooches was just a
good time to relax and forget about responsibilities
for a little while.
“It gave me a time to relieve my stress from
studying all the time,” Jonathan Grimm, first-year
mechanical engineering student, said. “Dogs are
man’s best friend.”

“I remember t he
d ay I e x pl a i ne d t he
(fire hazard) situation
to President Pastides,”
McNally said. “He said
… you’re going to have
to move everything out
of the building until [it]
can be renovated.”
C u r a t o r
o f
Ma nuscr ipt s Nat ha n
S au nd e r s w e nt i nt o
more detail about
t he renovat ion s. He
mentioned alternatives
to spr i n k lers t hat
would do less damage
to the collections, such
as a system t hat uses
gas instead of water to
put the fi re out.
Unt i l r e no v at io n s
are complete, t he
col lec t ions w i l l be
stored at Thomas
Cooper Library or in
f a c i l it ie s e l s e w h e r e
i n Colu mbia. Hen r y
Fu l mer, Di rec tor of
the South Caroliniana
L i b r a r y, s a i d t h e
l ibra r y a l ready u sed
external storage before
t he col lec t ions were
removed f rom t he
library itself.
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email. “It is our honor
to recognize those men
and women who have
made sacrifices, both in
war and in peace.”
The parade’s
marshals this year are
the Vietnam veterans,
and the parade will be
hosted by the Cit y of
Colu mbia a nd Blue
Cross and Blue Shield
of South Carolina, also
according to the City
of Columbia website.
“The parade consists
of 92 g roups, wh ich
i nc lude h igh s c ho ol
bands, f loats and
military vehicles,” Bell
said.
T he Un iver sit y of
Sout h Ca rol i na w i l l

host a Vetera ns Day
brea k fast honor i ng
vetera ns Wed nesday
morning. The breakfast
will be from 7:30 a.m.
to 9 a.m. in the Russell
House Ballroom
according to the
sc.edu website. Those
interested must RSVP
at the sc.edu website,
at events5@sc.edu or by
calling 777-6568.
Also on Wednesday,
from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
on Greene St reet,
students will have the
chance to show t heir
appreciation for those
who ser ve or have
served in the military
by taking part in
Operation Gratitude.

St udent s c a n w r ite
a note sha r i ng t hei r
appreciation for
veter a n s. McK is sick
Museu m w ill collect
the notecards and send
them to veterans and
active military.
Ot her event s for
vetera ns on Nov. 11
include free admission
to t he R iverbank s
Zoo and Garden
w it h a m i l it a r y I D
card, according to
t he R iverba n k s Z oo
a nd G arden website.
Many local Columbia
re st au r a nt s a re a l so
offering free or
d iscou nted mea ls to
veterans on t his day,
according to WISTV.

In 1927, t wo wings
were added on either
s ide of t he or ig i n a l
bu i ld i ng to i ncrease
storage space, but they
were ill-suited to the
types of collections the
library often acquires.
These will be replaced
by high-density storage
in wh ich t he shelves
can be moved until they
are tightly, efficiently
spaced.
A lthough some
aspects of the building
w i l l be moder n iz ed,
t he renovat ions w i l l
maintain the historical
spir it of t he l ibra r y.
The Read i ng Room,
which Mills designed as
a replica of the reading
room from the Second
Librar y of Congress,
will be restored to its
for mer beaut y a nd
d ig n it y. A s t he core
o f t h e l i b r a r y, t h e
renovations will mimic
the style of the Reading
Room, Saunders said.
Fu l mer est i mates
t hat t he project w ill
take between three and
fi ve years to complete,
including a year and
a half from now until

renovat ions ac t ua l ly
begin, followed
by up t wo yea rs of
construction.
“The u n iversit y
is an x ious (to beg in)
because of this
being a building
t hat is reg ularly
used by st udents and
researchers from many
ot her part s of t he
world,” Fulmer said.
W h i le t he l ibr a r y
already has an
impressive collection
of historic documents,
i nclud i ng w r it ten,
v isual and audio, t he
staff are always looking
to acquire addit ions.
The collections cover a
wide variety of formats
and topics, including
maps, business
records and personal
manuscripts t hat
were never of f icially
published.
“We get new material
all the time,” Saunders
s a i d . “ We c o l l e c t
any t hing t hat has to
do with the history and
culture of the state of
Sout h Carol i na, a nd
historical significance
is sort of in the eye of

the beholder.”
T h e
S o u t h
Ca rol i n ia na Libra r y
is an invaluable
resource that contains
innumerable pieces of
South Carolina history.
The University South
Ca rol i n ia na Soc iet y
is a private non-profit
dedicated exclusively
to assist in the library’s
acquisition of historic
materials.
A lt hough Fu l mer
has been director for
on ly t wo years, he
has worked w it h t he
l i b r a r y s i n c e 19 81
when he was a graduate
student at USC. Like
most of its staff, both
past and present,
he ha s a rema rk able
appreciation and
affect ion for t he
library.
“ I t ’s s o m e t h i n g
honestly that I more or
less fell into,” Fulmer
said. “But it was
immediately a second
home.”

ADVERTISEMENT

Hub at Columbia: crème de la
crème of student housing
Unique student housing option in downtown Columbia

I

n the heart of downtown on Columbia’s
thriving Main Street,
lies the crème de la crème
of student housing: the
futuristic high rise that
is the Hub at Columbia.
You might be thinking,
”What makes the Hub
stand out from the dozen
other student-housing
complexes?” The answer
to this question could
mention the astounding amenities including a
massive roof top deck and
pool complete with a 20foot outdoor television,
sundeck and sand volleyball court; the state of
the art fitness center with
tanning salon and sauna;
the ultra modern floor
plans with breathtaking
views and fully furnished
rooms; or the prime convenience to campus. The
answer, though, is simple.

@HubAtColumbia

When you live at the Hub
at Columbia, you get the
chance to feel like a college student and an adult.
You walk outside the front
door of the lobby and are
greeted by either a familiar
face from class or a professional in a suit hurrying
to a meeting. Surrounded
by trendy coffee shops,
top notch restaurants, and
even the colorful Soda
City market each Saturday, students get
the best of both
worlds: living
in a college
town and in
the center
of the hustle
and bustle
that is a big
city. That is
what truly
makes the Hub
stand out amongst
its competitors. How-

ever, reading about this
unique student housing
option simply does not
do it justice. You have
to come see for yourself.
When you do so, the Hub
at Columbia is sure to be
the place you will want to
call home.

1426 Main Street
Columbia, South Carolina
803.369.8274
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‘The Last
Airbender’
falls flat

Courtesy of Paramount Pictures

This adaptation fails to produce characters
with any kind of emotion or dimension.

Joseph Glass
@TDG_ARTS

Rick Ackerman / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

The psychic gets the last laugh in “Blithe Spirit” as the ghost of the ex-wife that she conjures haunts the naysayer who hired her.
BLITHESPIRITPAGE1
1993 and has directed both student and professional
productions during his time at Drayton Hall.
“Stan is just an amazing director and so laid back,”
second-year MFA student Ashley Graham said. “He
leads us where we need to go, and then he tells us to run
in that direction and learn more about it.”
“Blithe Spirit” is a comedy revolving around spirits
and the undead that reaches a variety of audiences with
its twists and humor. When characters Charles and Ruth
Condomine invite the Bradmans over for a dinner party,
they intend for psychic Madam Arcati to conjure up a
spirit as a kitschy conversation piece.
Fortunately for Madam Arcati, and unfortunately for
Charles (and the dinner party conversation), the spirit of
his deceased first wife appears, turning his whole world
upside down as the spirit haunts him and tries to ruin his
current marriage.
Second-year MFA student Candace Thomas plays
Elvira, Charles’ diseased first wife. According to
Thomas, Elvira is a troublesome character, but Thomas
relishes playing that type of character.
“Elvira is such an amazing character to play and not
just because I love being a ghost,” Thomas said. “She is
very naughty and very lively.”
Being a ghost presents certain challenges, including

being invisible to some of the characters on stage. There
are many difficult scenes where Charles is the only one
who can see her.
“I will say that it is hard sometimes to interact with
one character when there are multiple people in the
room,” Thomas said. “There is one scene where I am
face-to-face with Ruth and talking to Charles, and it is
very weird not being able to interact with both of them.”
One of the most interesting and surprising characters
is Edith the housemaid, played by second-year theatre
and criminal justice student Lindsey Sheehan. According
to Sheehan, who has been involved in theatre since she
was in the fifth grade, Edith is one of the most frantic
and surprising characters that she has ever encountered.
“I was amazed when I got asked to play the role of
Edith. She is so much fun because she is so frantic and
nervous about messing up around the house,” Sheehan
said. “I just hope the audience is prepared for the
surprise twist with her.”
The surprise t wists aren’t the only captivating
elements of the drama. According to USC graduate
Marybeth Gorman, who plays Madam Arcati, “Blithe
Spirit” is set in the post World War II Era and is written
to be an escape from reality. “Blithe Spirit” will be
offering audiences unorthodox comedy from Nov. 13-21.
Student tickets are $12 and can be purchased at the
Longstreet Theatre Box Office or by phone.

When tasked with making a movie that
would appeal to child fans of the popular
television cartoon “Avatar: The Last
Airbender,” who would have guessed M.
Night Shyamalan could fail so miserably.
I recent ly had t he d ispleasu re of
watching “The Last Airbender,” the liveaction theatrical release adapted from
“Avatar: The Last Airbender” that was
released over five years ago on July 1, 2010.
What I discovered was not the culmination
of the joyful, quirky characters I had
come to know as a kid, but an edgy and
homogenized story with little, if any,
real characterization. If I had not known
the characters and cultural inf luences
depicted in the original series, I would
have had zero emotional attachment to
the characters because they displayed zero
emotion.
The writing was bad, the acting was
bad and the directing was bad. None of
the characters were depicted in a way
which explored the greater complexities
of their personalities, and they were
often one-dimensional caricatures of the
original influence. The acting fell flat, full
of monotonous monologues that closed
eyelids. Flitting from one major plot point
to another with none of the charm or
intensity of the original, the storyline
was a mess; events happened with little
rhyme or reason. Most disappointingly,
the movie was missing all of the comedy
SEEAIRBENDERPAGE5

Bulldog Pub hosts first comedian
Meagan Blakesley
@TDG_ARTS

T he Br it ish Bu l ldog P ub
is host i ng t hei r f i rst comedy
show Thursday, Nov. 12. The
headliner, Krish Mohan, aims to
give a fresh look on culture from
the perspective of a modern-day
immigrant from India and seems
to be worth the 20-minute drive.
“The bigger the comedian, the
more inclined I am to go,” thirdyear sports management student
Tim Birkmeyer said.
Moh a n , who p er for med i n
Columbia this summer at The
New Brook la nd Taver n, tells
st a nd-up nat ionw ide a nd has
opened for popular comedians
like Stewart Huff, Lee Camp,
Ca meron E sposito, Hen r y
Ph illips, Dom I rerra a nd
Dave Coulier. He also has an
IndyFringe show, a weekly satire
web series called “Fork Full of
Nood le s” a nd cont r ibute s to
Indie Bohemian, which airs on
iHeartRadio.
Comedians are usually known
to have no qualms when speaking
t heir m ind, a nd Moha n is no
except ion. He of ten i ncludes
cont rover sia l s ubjec t s i n h is
routines.
“I think starting a conversation
about topics like race and religion
and political ideals and philosophy
[is] important,” Mohan said.

This can be a diff icult task,
especially when you are trying
to make people laugh, but Mohan
has seen success when writing and
tweaking his material. He always
asks himself, “How do I get them
(the audience) to come on board
and take the journey with me?”
Despite t he challenge, he is
very excited about his tour and
t he u p c o m i n g s how he r e i n
Columbia.
“I’m very proud of this current
material,” Mohan said. “It’s the
most honest material (of mine),
and it’s the material that I think
represents me the most as well.”
The restaurant and bar hosts
live music two or three nights a
week and a trivia night, but this is
a new venture. Steven Kendricks,
assistant manager at t he pub,
hopes to start a comedy night
once a month at the pub for the
citizens of Columbia.
“ I t ’s a l i t t l e s o m e t h i n g
different,” Kendricks said. “We’re
pretty excited about it and hope
it’s something that can catch on.”
Local comedians Phil Carter,
E d w a r d A u n d r a u s , Wa y n e
Cousins and Zack Kennedy will
perform alongside Mohan for this
first event, “Comedy Saved the
Queen.” Admission is free, and
the show is set to start at 7:30 p.m.
The pub is located at 1220 Bower
Parkway.

Courtesy of Liss Victory

Krish Mohan has opened for Stewart Huff, Lee Camp, Cameron Esposito and Dom Coulier.
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and humorous interludes from
the original series.
The one t hing you’d hope
w o u ld h o ld t h e m o v ie u p ,
for its prevalence in both the
television show and mainstream
media, would be the martial arts
fighting scenes. But Shyamalan
somehow ma naged to ma ke
the four distinct and beautiful
Ch i nese ma r t ia l a r t s for ms
seem slow, sloppy and boring.
The choreography was often
reminiscent of children playing
in their backyard.
T he m isrepresent at ion of
c u lt u re ex tends beyond t he
martial arts scenes. The original
cartoon borrows heav ily
f rom A sia n a nd Poly ne sia n
inf luences. The Water Nation
i s he a v i l y b a s e d o n Nor t h
A me r ic a n I nu it t r ib e s a nd
Polynesian civilizations, the Air
Nation is based on Tibetan and
Sri Lankan cultures, the Earth
Nation is based on Mandarin
Chinese culture and the Fire
Nation is based on Japanese and
Cantonese Chinese cultures.
These cultural inf luences are

eminently apparent when the
names of t he characters are
examined, all stemming from
t hei r i nf luence’s respec t ive
languages. Yet the actors don’t
pronounce the names correctly
despite t he ex istence of t he
television series.
The cu lt u ral research t he
or ig i nal creators d id wasn’t
good enough for Shyamalan.
Shyamalan decided to remove
t h e Po l y n e s i a n a n d I n u i t
inspirations from the Northern
Wa t e r Tr i b e , o p t i n g f o r
European inf luence in t heir
pl ac e. L i k e w i s e , he g ut t e d
t he Ca ntone se i n f luence s
f rom t he Fire Tribe, g iv ing
t hem Roman and I ndian
i n f luence s. Shya ma la n may
have been tr ying to make an
allegorical commentar y t hat
nobody u nder stood, but he
ignores the original allegory,
the commentary on East Asian
historical national tensions, in
the process.
Shyamalan’s movie fails to be
a faithful reproduction of the
original — it fails to be art and
it fails to be good. Save yourself
the $3 I spent to rent this.

Courtesy of Paramount Pictures

Arguably the most disappointing failures of the movie are the slow, sloppy martial arts scenes.
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WANT
MORE
MONEY?
JOIN THE CLUB.
At TIAA-CREF we use personalized advice to help clients
reach their long-term ﬁnancial goals. In a recent survey
of 28 companies, TIAA-CREF participants had the highest
average retirement account balances.1 Our advice, along
with our award-winning performance,2 can improve your
ﬁnancial health. Just what you’d expect from a company
that’s created to serve and built to perform.

Learn how our ﬁnancial advice can
pay off for you at TIAA.org/JoinUs
BUILT TO PERFORM.
CREATED TO SERVE.

1

Source: LIMRA Secure Retirement Institute, Not-for-Proﬁt Market Survey, ﬁrst-quarter 2015 results. Average assets per participant based
on full-service business. Please note average retirement account balances are not a measure of performance of TIAA-CREF retirement
offerings. 2 The Lipper Award is given to the group with the lowest average decile ranking of three years’ Consistent Return for eligible funds
over the three-year period ended 11/30/12, 11/30/13, and 11/30/14 respectively. TIAA-CREF was ranked among 36 fund companies in
2012 and 48 fund companies in 2013 and 2014 with at least ﬁve equity, ﬁve bond, or three mixed-asset portfolios. Past performance does
not guarantee future results. For current performance and rankings, please visit the Research and Performance section on tiaa-cref.org.
TIAA-CREF Individual & Institutional Services, LLC, Teachers Personal Investors Services, Inc., and Nuveen Securities, LLC, members
FINRA and SIPC, distribute securities products. ©2015 Teachers Insurance and Annuity Association of America–College Retirement
Equities Fund (TIAA-CREF), 730 Third Avenue, New York, NY 10017. C24849D
2

Consider investment objectives, risks, charges and expenses carefully before investing.
Go to tiaa-cref.org for product and fund prospectuses that contain this and other
information. Read carefully before investing. TIAA-CREF funds are subject to market
and other risk factors.

Wednesday, November 11, 2015

7

Free speech is
for all or none
Ross
Abbott
Fourth-year
business
economics
student

Transgender people blocked
from vital campus services
ISSUE
Miss SC Gamecock pageant protested
due to exclusion based on gender identity
OUR STANCE
Beyond the pageant, USC policies
unfairly affect transgender students
Monday night, the Gamecock Pageant
Club held t he M iss SC G a mecock
Pagea nt . T he event wa s met w it h
protests over its exclusion of transgender
women. By ron Thomas, orga n izer of
the pageant, defended the position by
explaining that as a feeder pageant, it had
to abide by the exclusionary rules of the
organization above it. Caleb Coker, leader
of the protests, claimed they were not
directly attacking the pageant, but rather
protesting the exclusion of transgender
students in general.
Forced exclusion by higher organizations
is an oddly salient narrative at USC, a
public university of a state not known for
social tolerance.
To st ar t w it h, t he st ate recog n izes
no difference bet ween sex and gender.
This means that students in universit y

housing are assigned to share bathrooms
or bedrooms with people of the gender
they were assigned at birth, rather than
their actual one.
Additionally, names cannot be changed
i n u n iver sit y record s u nt i l t he y a re
changed w it h t he state. But doing so
requires multiple court appearances, a trip
to the police station (not always a pleasant
ordeal for transgender people) and reams of
paperwork. On top of that there would be
fees around $200, minimum, followed by
$35 for a new CarolinaCard. All of this is
necessary just to avoid being automatically
outed at the start of every class and with
every CarolinaCard purchase.
School resources on transgender policy
are generally ambiguous or non-existent.
W hile there is a page on the Office of
Multicultural Student A ffairs website,
not much of it is clear. A guide on genderneutral bathrooms has been “coming soon”
for months. Even the apparently official
transgender resource guide’s section on
health care begins “I have, like, no idea.”
Transgender exclusion at USC is hardly
limited to pageants. And that is frankly
unacceptable.

Online security,
privacy besieged
Rylan
Learman
Fourth-year political
science student

Another attempt at a cyber security
bill is on the horizon with H.R. 234,
i nt roduced by Rep. C . A . Dutch
Ruppersberger of Maryland. Given the
past breaches of security in our country’s
h istor y, a l low i ng a n u nprepa red
government to have control over all
of our infrastructure’s technological
information is not only unwise, but also
simply stupid.
Cyber security is a relatively new area
that is receiving political attention. For
us, it refers to the security of information
stored in data of corporations and
companies that are operating in the
United States. Securing t his data
includes preventing cyber crimes and
cyber threats. One example of a breach
of cyber security is the infamous Sony
hack in November of 2014.
Representatives and activists alike
called for regulations and safeguards to
be put in place so that the security of
American companies would be protected
against internal and external threats.
The government’s response was the
introduction of H.R. 3523 in 2011. This
was quickly shut down and then followed
by H.R. 624 in 2013, which also failed
to gain traction. Although there have
already been two almost identical bills
that were defeated before reaching the
senate, Rep. Ruppersberger seems to
think that the third time is the charm.
The reason for the past two bills’
failures lies in the ambiguity of what
constitutes a cyber crime or threat.

Here’s how the failed bills and current
bill bot h work: Corporat ions and
companies in the U.S. enter a contract
w it h t he federa l gover n ment for
cyber security protection. The federal
government is then able to send any piece
of data relative to “cyber crimes and
threats” to the Department of Homeland
Security and the Department of Justice,
respectively. If the information is found
to be impractical, it can be repurposed
and evaluated for other breaches of
security.
If H.R. 234 passes, ever y single
American would be subject to cyber
monitoring, via personal identifying
information lying in the data banks
of major corporations in the U.S.,
without being any the wiser. With this
information, the government would be
able to identify any individual linked to
any type of cyber crime or cyber threat,
using only the ambiguous definitions in
current existence.
With the vagueness of protocol found
in H.R. 234, our government would be
able to create a virtual surveillance state,
constantly monitoring technological
data banks for any action that they feel
constitutes a cyber threat. This ability, as
Ron Paul so aptly stated, is “Big Brother
writ large.”
In the spring of 2015, we learned of
hackings that had taken place in the
databases of the State Department, the
White House and the NSA. The hackers
of the NSA did so with only $104 in
eight hours.
Before companies start handing over
information pertaining to themselves
and millions of Americans, the question
of if the United States government
is equipped enough to protect that
information while simultaneously using
it for crime prevention needs to be
answered.
Right now, that answer is clearly no.

This article is a response to
the editorial board article titled
“Missouri case shows ignoring
campus racism no longer an
option.”
Over the past few weeks the
Universit y of Missouri has
seen student protests including
student and faculty walkouts, a
boycott of university services,
members of the football team
refusing to play and a graduate
student’s hunger strike that he
threatened to continue until he
died or the university president
resigned. What could be the
subject of these protests? Our
government’s targeted bombing
of a Doctor’s Without Borders
hospital perhaps, or perhaps the
treatment of Syrian refugees
who, like lepers, are being left
to die after repeatedly failing
to gain national entry? Nope.
Jonathan Butler is willing to
starve himself to death because
his school isn’t doing enough
about a poop swastika.
The swastika is, admittedly,
just the latest in a string of
racially charged i ncident s
at M izzou involv ing black
st udent s, i nclud i ng t he
President of t he M issou r i
Student’s Association, being
called t he N-word on and
around campus. The university
r e s p o nd e d b y r e p e at e d l y
condemning these behaviors
and meeting with leaders of the
Legion of Black Collegians to
create a new diversity training
program that will be mandatory
for all students. This apparently

I n 1919, President
Wo o d r o w W i l s o n
declared that Nov. 11
would serve as a day of
remembrance for those
that had answered the
call of service and fought
in World War I. Thirtyfive years later, after the
horrors of World War
II and after Europe had
begun to heal, President
Eisenhower declared
that Nov. 11 would be
known as Veterans Day
and would be a day to
honor those who had
returned home. Today is
the 97th anniversary of
(the end of) World War
I. For the past 96 years
on t his day, we have
honored our veterans,
and we have promised
them that we will never
forget their sacrifice.
To understand this
d a y, y o u mu s t f i r s t
u nderst a nd what a
veteran is. Lieutenant
Colonel George
Goodson of the United
States Marine Corps
said it best: “A veteran
is someone who, at one
point, w rote a blank
check made payable to
‘The United States of
America’ for an amount

was not enough for t he
protesters, who cont inued
t hei r demon st r at ion s a nd
demanded their top university
administrator’s head on a plate.
Which they received.
T he D a i l y G a me c o c k ’s
editorial board, in responding
to this incident, wrote that,
“even what some perceive as
small gestures perpetuate an
unacceptable climate, one that
students of all races at Missouri
are fighting back against. We
need to follow their lead ...
when those things happen,
the universit y should expel
those whose willful ignorance
fosters a toxic and dangerous
environment.”
This argument baff les me
and always has. The protesters
in Missouri and the editorial
b o a rd her e at T he D a i l y
G a mecock a re ser iously
suggesting that diversity and
inclusion require the removal
and exclusion of those whose
“ i g no r a nt ” id e a s a r e not
homogeneous with their own.
How are these social justice
warriors any different than the
bigots they’re fighting against
if their acceptance only extends
to those who agree with them?
Beyond that, how can any
jou r na l ist ic or prote st i ng
organizat ion endorse state
sanctions against those who
exercise their free speech rights?
Rarely are people censored for
saying things that are polite
and complementary; defense of
free speech generally requires
rallying to the defense of those
who say things that we find
deplorable or repugnant. Either
we all have free speech rights or
none of us do. Students cannot
give their colleges the power
to censor the ignorant without
also giving them the power to
censor reporters, writers, artists
and protesters.

of ‘up to and including
their life.’”
Today we remember
those who wrote that
check. We thank them
for their service, and
we remember that no
politician or president
or actor or mayor of
a n y t h i n g g i v e s a nd
cont r ibutes to ou r
freedom or our way of
life like a soldier that
stands their post and puts
themselves in between
danger and the rest of us.
The idea of “true love” is
hard to believe in. The
idea that someone can
meet someone and be
their true love is crazy,
but we see it all the time.
When men and women
volunteer to fight and
die for people they do
not know and have never
met, they epitomize the
words of the Gospel of
John: “Greater love has
no one than this, that
one lay down his life for
his friends.”
So today while you
sit i n Russell House
and eat your chicken
fingers or walk to class
along Greene Street,
r e m e m b e r t he r e’s a
reason you’re able to do

this. There’s a reason
t hat you a re able to
challenge the opinion of
your professor. There’s
a reason that you are
able to believe what you
believe and pray to who
you pray to. It is because
at some point in the past,
and even today, a group
of men and women your
ow n age de c ided to
put off their dreams of
college, Greek functions
and political campaigns
to put on a u n ifor m
and stand to post. They
gave up Greek letters
a nd resu me bu ilders
to protect you a nd
me. So today, t ha n k
t hem . To d ay, t h a n k
those veterans in your
classes, because, trust
me, there is nothing we
can do to thank them
enough. All the bills in
congress cannot thank
them enough. Veterans
are special people and
d e s e r v e t he u t m o s t
respect we are capable
of. So today, on the 96th
Veterans Day, I say God
bless our veterans and
God bless America.
— Caleb Dixon,
third-year political science
student

LETTER TO THE EDITOR REQUIREMENTS
Letters to the editor must not exceed
300 words. Students must include
their full name, major and year. Faculty
and staff must include their full name,
position and department. Community
members must include their full name
and applicable job title. Verifiable
statements of fact must include at
least one source; if we cannot verify a
statement of fact, your letter will not be
published until the writer implements

necessary changes or provides
reputable sources for any facts in
question. Letters are edited for clarity,
style and grammar.
Email submissions to
opinion@dailygamecock.com
or mail them to
The Daily Gamecock
1400 Greene Street
Columbia, SC 29225
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TRAVEL
BAHAMAS SPRING BREAK
$189 for 5-Days. All prices
include: Round-trip luxury
party cruise. Accommodations
on the island at your choice of
ten resorts. Appalachia Travel.
www.BahamaSun.com 800867-5018

YOUR LAMP
CAN BRING OTHERS

OPPORTUNITIES

STUFF.
A BRIGHT DONATE
FUTURE.
CREATE JOBS.

Sail: PEDU150 (803) 317 9060

DONATE STUFF.
CREATE JOBS.

YOUR DONATIONS TO GOODWILL® HELP
FUND JOB PLACEMENT AND TRAINING
FOR PEOPLE IN YOUR COMMUNITY.

TO FIND YOUR NEAREST DONATION CENTER GO TO GOODWILL.ORG

CONSOLIDATED LINES • CALEB FRANKLIN

HOROSCOPES

Aries

Leo

Sagittarius

One door closes as a
ne w o ne o p e n s i n a
partnership, with this
New Moon i n Libra.
Beg in a new phase
i n you r relat ionsh ip.
R e a l i g n
y ou r
col laborat ion to new
priorities. Support each
other. Contribute to a
miracle.

You’re le a r n i n g ne w
t r ick s. Complete old
p r o j e c t s a n d l au n c h
n e w c r e at i v e w o r k s .
Beg in a new phase
i n c o m m u n i c at i o n s ,
including research,
broadcasting, writing,
recording and
publishing. Begin a new
direction.

Taurus

Virgo

Beg in a new phase
in friendship,
so c ia l net work s a nd
communit y with
ton ight’s New Moon
in Libra. A new stage
dawns in a group
e n d e a v o r. To g e t h e r
you c a n ac c o mpl i s h
a goal t hat wou ld
be impossible for a n
individual.

W it h power comes
responsibility. Begin a
new phase in ser vice,
work and health, with
tonight’s New Moon in
Libra. Listen to your
heart. Believe in your
own abilities. Invest in
your dreams. Expand
doing what you love.

A profitable new phase
expands your finances
u nder t he Libra New
Moon. A breakthrough
i n you r rel at ion s h ip
with money allows for a
new level of prosperity.
Abundance is available.
Complete prev ious
projects as you prepare
for what’s next.

New oppor t u n it ies
blossom. One
professional phase ends
as the next begins with
t h is New Moon i n
Libra. A rise in status
is available. Complete
old promises and invent
new possibilities. Work
out terms and contracts.

Gemini

11/11/15

Exclusive online content.
Updated daily.
gandbmagazine.com
ACROSS
1 Bambi’s mom, e.g.
4 First grade lessons
8 Father-son actors
Robert and Alan
13 Essence
14 Sodium hydroxide,
in chem class
15 Deserve
16 Tricky situation to
deal with
18 Chicago airport
19 Smitten
20 Piper’s son of
rhyme
22 Radio switch
letters
23 End
24 Salon styling stuff
26 Santa’s laugh
sounds
27 Victrola corp.
29 Govt. intelligence
gp.
30 Dr. of rap
31 Division word
33 Taiwanese-born
director Lee
35 Asked God for
guidance
37 Former NFLer with
a season record
23 touchdown
receptions
40 JFK’s vessel
43 Soft slip-on
44 Norse trickster
48 “I got it!”
49 “Norma __”
51 Approves
53 Flying Peter
54 Flying socialite
57 Start of a ﬁtness
motto
59 Curved foot part
60 Minor league rink
org.
61 “Just watch me!”
62 “Politically
Incorrect” host Bill
64 Hearty meal often
made with mutton,
and, in a way, what
the ends of 16-,
24-, 37- and 54Across comprise
66 “Not __ out of
you!”
67 Casino freebie
68 Chile’s Cape __
69 Methods: Abbr.
70 “Ghost Hunters”
channel

C o mple t e o ne g a me
and begin anew, with
t h is New Moon i n
Libra. Begin a family,
fun and passion
phase. Play toget her.
Transform your attitude.
Complet ion fosters
creativity. List what you
want to be, do, have and
contribute.

Cancer
Try out an innovation
at home. One domestic
phase closes as another
begins. Complete the
pa st a nd i nvent ne w
possibilities. Relocation
or renovation blooms.
Share love and gratitude.
Reaffirm a commitment.

Capricorn

Libra

Aquarius

Tr y s omet h i n g ne w.
Begin a new personal
phase with tonight’s New
Moon in your sign. Take
advantage of energy and
confidence to step into
leader sh ip. Use you r
power for good. Rest to
recharge your batteries.

Scorpio

Your studies take off.
Begin a new phase in
education, travels and
e x p l o r a t i o n . F i r s tperson ex per ience is
most memorable. Go
to the source. Follow
you r fasci nat ion a nd
do c u me nt w h at you
fi nd.

Transitions mark a new
phase in your private
pla ns u nder t he New
Moon in Libra. Make
the changes you’ve been
wanting. Ask for what
you’ve been promised.
O ne g a me f old s a nd
another begins. Work
your magic from
backstage.

Set vacat ion goals. A
t u r n i ng poi nt a r ise s
regarding family
fi nances. Sit down and
work it out to discover
new possibilit ies.
Together you’re more
powerful. Love fi nds a
way. Take walks with
your honey.

Pisces

@thegamecock
71 Two-time loser to
DDE
DOWN
1 Talk and talk
and ...
2 Show more
staying power
than
3 Old Montreal
team
4 Poker game
starter
5 Sheep’s sound
6 Terra __: pottery
clay
7 Sureﬁre winner
8 Latin “I love”
9 “The Merry
Widow”
composer Franz
10 Serious-andfunny
show
11 Orbitz quote
12 Originated (from)
13 Oh-so-stylish
17 Finished for good
21 Logical guy with
pointy ears
24 Ranch worker
25 Auto dealer’s
inventory
28 Bach
composition
32 Gold, to Gomez
34 Workout place

November 12th
For solutions to
today’s puzzle,

throughout campus to sign a thank
for our university’s generous donors!

go to
dailygamecock.com

or download our
app!

36 Communication
for the deaf: Abbr.
38 Swiss river
39 Othello, for one
40 Pillow ﬁght garb
41 Psychologist’s
treatment
42 Cookie dough
units
45 Summer shoe
style
46 Former German
leaders
47 Back home after
traveling, say

50 Moral principles
52 For instance, with
“as”
55 Piece of paper
56 “The Jetsons”
boy
58 Malia Obama’s
sister
61 Cosby/Culp TV
series
63 Rotation meas.
65 Global currency
org.

11/11/15

1 2 3 4

For solutions to
today’s puzzle,
go to
dailygamecock.com

or download our
app!
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Orth named
to Burlsworth
Watch List

Career Center

Graduate & Professional School Fair
Thursday, November 12, 2015
11 am – 2 pm
Russell House @ Greene Street (sunny)/Ballroom (rainy)
The following schools will be on campus to recruit
University of South Carolina students for their
graduate & professional school programs:
A.T. Still University
American University of the Caribbean
Auburn University Graduate School
Boston College Graduate School of Arts & Sciences
Charleston School of Law
Columbia International University
Daniel Morgan Academy
Gardner-Webb University
Georgia Regents University College of Allied Health Sciences
Georgia School of Professional Psychology at Argosy University Atlanta
Georgia State University College of Business
Ivan Allen College at Georgia Institute of Technology Public Policy
Kaplan Test Prep and Admissions
Lenoir - Rhyne University
Life University
Lincoln Memorial University Duncan School of Law
Medical University of South Carolina - College of Health Professions
Mercer University - School of Business
Midwestern University
Mississippi College School of Law
North Greenville University
Northeastern University Graduate Professional Programs
Palmer College of Chiropractic

Olivia Barthel / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Orth came to South Carolina as a walk-on, meaning he was not on an athletic
scholarship. After a productive spring this year, Orth earned a scholarship in August.
Junior quarterback Perry Orth has been added to the Burlsworth Trophy
watch list.
The award, which recognizes the nation’s top walk-on player, will
be presented on Dec. 7 in Springdale, Arkansas. Three fi nalists will be
recognized, and the winner will be announced that day as well.
Orth, who formerly worked at Publix, walked on to the Gamecock
football program in the spring of 2013. Despite being low on the depth
chart, Orth worked his way up to become the starter this season. The junior
has completed 89 of his 166 passes this season for 1,180 yards and seven
touchdowns. Not typically considered a dual-threat, Orth has also added
two scores on the ground.
Orth is one of 55 players on the midseason watch list.
—Written by Will Helms,
Sports Editor

Richmont Graduate University
Savannah Law School
SUNY Maritime College
Temple University College of Public Health
The George Washington University School of Public Health and Health Services
Troy University
UNC Charlotte Bioinformatics
University of Alabama at Birmingham School of Optometry
University of Charleston, S.C.
University of Maryland School of Public Policy
University of North Carolina - Charlotte
University of South Carolina - Aiken
University of South Carolina College of Hospitality, Retail and Sport Management
University of South Carolina College of Nursing
University of South Carolina College of Social Work
University of South Carolina Darla Moore School of Business
University of South Carolina Graduate School
University of South Carolina School of Law
University of South Carolina School of Library and Information Science
University of St. Augustine for Health and Sciences
Wake Forest Graduate School
Wingate University School of Pharmacy
Wingate University School of Sport Sciences
Wingate University--Ballantyne

For detailed information,
visit the Upcoming Events section of the
Career Center web page at:
www.sc.edu/career
facebook.com/UofSCCareers
twitter.com/UofSCCareers

Vote on: www.dailygamecock.com
OR The Daily Gamecock App
Voting runs until December 4, 2015. Grand prize winner will be selected December 7, 2015.
Results will be published in a special issue of The Daily Gamecock in February 2016.

Prizes from:

P r e m i u m F r o z e n Yo g u r t & S m o o t h i e s
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Mizzou
team actions
show athlete
influence
Taylor Estes / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Despite its recent slump, New Mexico was ranked seventh nationally when the Gamecocks won the first matchup.

Gamecocks prepared for
rematch with New Mexico
Drew Mueller
@TDG_SPORTS

The Gamecocks enter postseason play against New
Mexico Wednesday night, fi nishing the regular season
third in Conference USA. The two teams met back in
September when the Gamecocks’ Jeffrey Torda scored in
the 99th minute of overtime to win the game against the
then No. 7 Lobos, 2-1.
No. 15 South Carolina ended their season on a high
note by staying undefeated at home. On Saturday,
they took on No. 11 Coastal Carolina, and freshman
Trygve Ellingstad scored the only goal of the game off a
rebounded shot from senior Wesley Eads. The rest of the
game was stagnant as the two goalies and their defense
held tough against a barrage of shots from both sides.
The Gamecocks had 24 shots (seven on target) while
Coastal shot 20 times with three on target. Midfielderturned-right back Koty Millard earned Conference
USA Defensive Player of the Week honors with his play
against the Chanticleers. He logged all 90 minutes in the
shutout performance.

The Gamecocks’ competition, New Mexico, struggled
in the latter half of their schedule. Going 8-5-4 overall,
the Lobos tied or lost six of their last eight games. But
that is not to say they aren’t a dangerous team. Midfielder
Chris Wehan leads Conference USA in shots (58) and
has a total of 10 goals and two assists in 2015. Forward
Niko Hansen also can turn up the heat on offense. He
has only three goals and three assists on the season, but
he has shot 50 times with a team-high 19 of those 50 on
target. On the defensive side, goalkeeper Jason Beaulieu
has made a Conference USA best 72 saves in 17 games.
In the College Cup, the conference champions from
24 conferences hold half of the 48 spots. The other half
are invited to the tournament based on season play and
postseason performance. Ideally, the Gamecocks would
win the Conference USA tournament and automatically
qualify, but if they lose, they will have to rely on the
selection committee’s opinion of the team to see if they
get a bid.
Wednesday’s game is in Charlotte, North Carolina, at
4:30 p.m.

Volleyball back at full strength
Claudia Chakamian
@C_CHAKAMIAN

The South Carolina volleyball
team will look for some success at
home when they face Tennessee on
Wednesday.
The team has been much more
successful at home this season, going
7-6, and hopes to salvage a few more
home wins to fi nish out the year.
“We play better at home,” head
coach Scott Swanson said. “Our
gym is a tough place to come into
and play. We like our chances more
at home and are looking forward to
playing these next few matches.”
The Gamecocks will have to get
through Tennessee, though, who has
had recent success against them. The
Volunteers have won the past five
meetings at the Carolina Volleyball
Center and won their most recent
face off in Tennessee last month.
Tennessee won the match 3-2 on
Oct. 18, but the Gamecocks think
they can take this match.
“We were missing Darian Dozier,
and it went five, and we should have
won,” Swanson said about the last
meeting. “Had we had Dozier, it
wou ld have been a completely
different outcome. We’re looking
to get some payback on Wednesday
and fi nish the rest of the season with
some momentum.”
A big key to Wednesday’s match
is having a lot of their players back
f rom inju ries. Dozier, who has
constantly led the Gamecocks all
season, did not play during the last
matchup but will be ready for this
one. Junior Jacqy Angermiller will
also be back from a concussion,
wh ich shou ld a lso help i n t he
match. A ngermiller had a great
performance against the Volunteers
during their last meeting, recording
14 kills.
“We’ve rarely had our normal
starters this past month because of
injuries,” Swanson said. “It’s been a
major cause of the losses. We’ve lost
close matches that we’ve been very
competitive in because we didn’t
have our top players.”
The return of these key players

Cody Scoggins / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

The Gamecocks have a three-game homestand before Thanksgiving and will end
the season with two road contests. They are 7-6 at home, but 1-8 on the road.

can hopefully help the Gamecocks
through their final matches of the
season.
Sout h Carolina is coming of f
of two losses this past weekend to
Auburn and Alabama that lowered its
away record to 1-8. The Gamecocks
will face Alabama once more this
season on Nov. 22.
“We’re hoping to get two or even
three wins out of the last home
games,” Swanson said. “We’ve had
so many injuries so we’re hoping
to get some respect back with our
record and get the win.”
The G amecock s w ill host
Mississippi State on Nov. 20 and

Alabama on Nov. 22 for their fi nal
home game. They will then travel to
Arkansas on Nov. 25 and Missouri
on Nov. 27 to finish out the season.
“I want our team to keep fighting,”
Swanson said. “We have two tough
road matches to finish off and a
rough travel schedule with a lot of
back to back matches. We’re a team
that’s been fighting and just haven’t
had the luck with being healthy. But
we’re a team that will fight and be
competitive and hopefully the luck
will fi nally go our way.”
The Gamecocks hope to establish
that momentum Wednesday.

T h e p o l it i c a l l y c o r r e c t t e r m
‘student-athlete’ will certainly induce
eye rolls and scorn from some. There
are undoubtedly those of the opinion
that the order of those t wo terms
should be fl ipped, those that only see
the on-field achievement of student
athletes in major programs.
A t i t s c o r e , t h i s p a s t w e e k ’s
cont rovers y at t he Un iversit y of
Missouri — including the resignation
of president Timothy Wolfe and the
hunger strike of graduate st udent
Jonathan Butler — is not a sports
story.
Still, the Missouri football team’s
actions in the face of this controversy
exemplif ied exact ly what it really
means to be a student-athlete at a
major college campus. They also
demonstrated that they have some
pretty serious pull.
I n response to allegat ions over
Wolfe’s failure to take action in the
middle of several racial incidents, a
group known as Concerned Student
1950 emerged at M issouri calling
for Wolfe’s resignation. Butler also
participated in a seven-day hunger
strike that only ended this Monday
with the president’s compliance to
those terms.
On Saturday night, several AfricanAmerican members of the Missouri
football team announced that they
wou ld not par t icipate in football
related activities until the resignation
of Wolfe. Other members of the team
quickly showed their support for their
teammates, and head coach Gar y
Pinkel canceled football activities
Sunday. To affi rm his support for his
players he tweeted the following:
“The Mizzou Family stands as one.
We are united. We are behind our
players. #ConcernedStudent1950 GP”
It is inconceivable to argue that
the football team deserves all of the
credit for ending But ler’s hu nger
strike, but at the same time there is no
denying that these individuals made a
difference in their community.
Using at hlet ics as a medium to
wage war against social injustices is
not a new concept; just look back at
courageous actions of Arthur Ashe,
Jackie Robinson and Jesse Owens. All
played significant roles in changing
cultural perspectives about minorities.
The bottom line is the realm of
sports spreads awareness on these
issues to a whole different group of
people who otherwise might remain
unaware. Those who didn’t read about
the hunger strike in The New York
Times might have fi rst learned about
the issue on ESPN or Deadspin.
Fu r t her more, i n a n age where
athletes are discouraged from voicing
their personal views, in a world where
they are constantly hushed and told
to keep their opinions off of social
media, it is refreshing to see a group
of student athletes take action instead
of taking a more passive route.
There was no h igher aut hor it y
above the team pressuring them into
action. They could have just gone on
with their regular routine. Instead
they elected to come to this decision
on their own. W hen athletes have
this much power in our society, it is
a shame to see that influence wasted.
I n addit ion to t he polit ical and
social changes that they aimed to
address, t he st udent at hletes who
participated in the strike identified
w it h But ler, a fel low member of
their student body, and offered him
their support. This was a situation
where time really was of the essence.
Without their support some type of
resolution surely would have been
reached, but there is no telling when
exactly that would have happened, or
what condition Butler would be in at
the time of that decision.
T h e le a d e r s o n t h e M i s s o u r i
football team recognized that their
fellow student needed their assistance
to facilitate this movement, and so
t hey acted. St udent at h letes, not
athlete-students.
—Written by Bobby Balboni,
Sports Writer

